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1 . Q The subject matter of the international application relates to: 

a. Qj] scientific theories. 

b. | | mathematical theories 
a | | plant varieties. 

d. | | animal varieties. 

e. Q essentially biological processes for the production of plants and animals, other than microbiological processes 

and the products of such processes. 
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I j the computer readable form has not been furnished or does not comply with the standard. 
4. Further comments: see additional sheet 



Name and mailing address of the International Searching Authority 
wjl European Patent Office, P.B. 581 8 Patentlaan 2 
/Sft NL-2280 HV Rijswijk 
JS&f Tel- (+31-70) 340-2040, Tx. 31 651 epo nl, 
Fax: (+31-70) 340-3016 


Authorized c 
Stef a.i 

.A 


jfficer 

Q.e B}cl 




Form PCT/ISA/203 (July 1 998) j 





International Application No. PCT/US 01/48350 



FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCT/ISA/ 203 



The concept of inhibiting or treating viral infections (including 
flavi viridae) by using anti sense RNA or ribozymes which comprise 
complementary sequences to the virus genome is well known. The gist of 
all possible nucleic acid molecules to be used is their sequence which 
has to be suitable for said purpose. In none of claims 1 to 22 a 
reference to any sequence is made. Therefore, these claims define the 
essential feature at best by an obvious desideratum which definition 
renders them unsearchable. On the other hand, the first claims which 
comprise references to sequences are Claims 23 and 24. In these claims, 
however, refernce is made to 37043 different SEQ ID NOs is made. 
Although formulated as dependent claims, nevertheless these claims must 
be considered as constituting independently claimed alternatives. The 
claiming of such a huge number of alternatives renders the claims 
inconcise and, thus, makes a search equally impossible. Moreover, these 
claims are objectionable for lack of unity since the claimed sequences 
lack a common structural feature. Since no specific example(s) exists 
which indicates one (or more) of the specific sequences as a preferred 
one(s), no explicit objection has been raised for lack of unity and no 
search has been carried out. 

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims relating to 
inventions in respect of which no international search report has been 
established need not be the subject of an international preliminary 
examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT) . The applicant is advised that the EPO 
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority is 
normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has 
not been searched. This is the case irrespective of whether or not the 
claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any 
Chapter II procedure. If the application proceeds into the regional phase 
before the EPO, the applicant is reminded that a search may be carried 
out during examination before the EPO (see EPO Guideline C-VI, 8.5), 
should the problems which led to the Article 17(2) declaration be 
overcome . 



